Health Professionals for
Action on Climate Change

Water Conservation

INTENT

Implement a series of conservation, recycling and treatment measures to reduce hospital water consumption and wastewater
pollution. Establish the relationship between potable water availability and healthcare resilience to withstand physical, natural,
economic and social disruption’.

In areas where high quality potable water is available, health-care facilities can make a tremendous positive environmental impact
by eliminating the purchase and sale of bottled water2. Hospitals are often the largest water users in a community. Inefficient and
non-productive uses of water continue to drive avoidable expenditures and debt accumulation for the construction, expansion,
operation and rehabilitation of municipal and private water infrastructure. They also result in excessive energy consumption and
contribute to the inefficient use of other resources.

In Canada, hospitals are some of the largest consumers of potable water (2017) with an average usage of 427L per capita per day?.

FIRST STEPS

* Establish a framework that aspires to “net zero water use” within a hospital system?.
« Water bottle filling stations (touchless), to help drive reusable bottles.
* Implement water conservation strategies: install efficient faucets and toilets.

* Routinely check plumbing and pipes to prevent leaks, eliminate seal and cooling water on medical air compression and vacuum
pumps, and retrofit refrigeration systems2.

« Switch from film-based radiological imaging equipment, which uses large quantities of water, to digital imaging, which uses no
water and no polluting radiological chemicals*.

* Landscape grounds using drought-resistant plants to minimize water use’.
* Consider harvesting rainwater and/or recycling water for process water uses’.

* Eliminate bottled water facility-wide if high quality potable water is available2.
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